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What did Crawshay Bailey do for us?

Eifion Lloyd Davies
In the pursuit of his industrial and social ambitions, Crawshay Bailey, along with the majority of his industrialist peers, has oft-been portrayed as being ruthless and single-minded Indeed, many have described him as being the hardest of taskmasters, a man who many perceived, and still do perceive, as being stern and tyrannical. 

Yet, Eifion Lloyd Davies' well-delivered, very informative, extensively researched, and well attended talk, (which marked the long-awaited return of our Covid-delayed programme), revealed that Crawshay Bailey was not always as bad as he has been depicted.

· Railways. A great supporter of the railways, his pioneering zeal, not only helped the development of the industrial revolution, it also meant that South Wales became a major supplier of rails to the USA.

· Politics. He became High Sheriff of Brecknockshire - and Monmouthshire, and was elected as an MP in five successive parliamentary elections.
· Religion. Although an Anglican, Crawshay supported all of the main religious groups in Brynmawr,  building churches, providing funds. He even donated the land on which the Roman Catholic church was built in 1861.
· Education. A keen proponent of education, Crawshay and his brother, Joseph, set up two schools in Nantyglo, for workers' children, and also donated the land for the British School at Abertillery.  

· Provisions. The supply of foodstuff and clothing was crucial, so Crawshay and Joseph provided a site for a market for the benefit of their workers.  And for anyone else to sell or buy provisions.  
· Care. When Nantyglo Ironworks was forced to stop, due to a depression in the iron trade, and subsequent drop in profitability, Crawshay, who knew the terrible poverty which would undoubtedly ensue,  paid the workers out of his own pocket . 

· Rewards. Not only did Crawshay (and Joseph) encourage workers to build their own houses, they rewarded the most industrious by promoting them. 

Perhaps, as Eifion suggested, we need to look at the evidence as to what Crawshay provided to the people and the area and lay to rest the idea that he was a tyrant.  
If you'd like further information, please use the following link:

https://d92c7da5-5613-4adf-8e62-2b09d5599c44.filesusr.com/ugd/a5cc15_cd31d08b0fef488c9355602d59931eb7.pdf
Credit:  Eifion Lloyd Davies, and Brynmawr Historical Society.
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